
Y’all come and see us soon 

2010  

   Welcome 

Newcomers Guide 

East Alabama  
Hometown Information 

Brought to you by the Russell County /Phenix City Chamber of Commerce 



Page 2 

Home Sweet  Home in Alabama the Beautiful 

Welcome to  
Russell County 

We are glad you are here 
 

Whether you are new to the area or 
just visiting, Russell County,    
Alabama will always extend a 

warm welcome tucked inside some 
old-fashioned                               

hometown hospitality. 
Inside our guide you will find    

information about our area, phone 
numbers and contacts, a little    
history and a few things to do 

“down the road and around town.” 
In 2010, a great deal of progress and 
growth is blossoming in our cities, 
our communities and throughout 

our county. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What always remains the same... is the natural comfort of  
hometown living. 
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We are the Champions 
     In 2005 the Russell County High School 
 Baseball Team became nationally recognized as the 
No.1 team in the United States with an  
astounding  38-1 season record. 
    But long before the likes of Kasey Kiker and Cory 
and Colby Rasmus took the high school sandlot, 
they oiled their gloves and cleaned their cleats in 
Phenix City and Seale, Alabama. These young men 
have been chosen to play ball professionally along 
with several members of the 1999 Phenix City Little 
League Championship Team and the:  
�RCHS Warrior classes of 2005-2006� 

www.eamsdirt.com  ♦  www.rcbl2010.com  
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The East Alabama Motor Speedway is in Crawford on Hwy. 80W 
and offers family entertainment throughout the year. The EAMS 
also supports our local Dixie Youth    Baseball and T‐Ball teams at  

 the Russell County Sports and  Recreation Complex.  
Ages 3‐13 are welcome to sign up in January to 
‘Play Ball ~ Safe at Home’ in Seale Alabama. 

Plans are in the works for a new  
High School and Babe Ruth Division Field for 2011 

www.eamsdirt.com  ♦  www.rcbl2010.com  Page 3 
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The RC Senior Center has programs, activities and available transportation. 

RiverWalk Tours by  
Phenix City Recreation and  

Senior sponsors 

Hurtsboro celebrates History 

Please... Drop in anytime 

Lee/ Russell Services for the elderly 334-298-8582 

Welcome to Russell County 
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Concentrated in Fort Mitchell in Russell County are 30 new  
subdivisions as Russell County accepts growth and       
progress with the BRAC Initiative. Combined with         

affordable living, the Fort Benning and Russell County       
Alabama West Gate has drawn many military families to 
East Alabama, in particular to Fort Mitchell and Oswichee.  

Welcome Home to Russell County. 

www.usamls.net/phenixcity/♦ Board of Realtors: 334-297-1740 
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City of  
Phenix City   

1883-2010 
The City of Phenix 

City was first 
 incorporated as the 
Town of Brownville 

by an Act of the  
Alabama  

Legislature on  
February 23, 1883.  

T.S. Young was 
elected the first mayor 

and presided at the 
first meeting of the  

Board of  
Aldermen held March 

27, 1883 in the  
Masonic Building.  

Brownville, by 1880, 
had a population of 2,224. On February 19, 1889 the Town of Brownville was 

officially changed to Phenix City, named for the Phenix Mills in Columbus. The 
Cities of Girard and Phenix City were consolidated August 9, 1923,  

with a total population of 10,374.  
  In 1938, the Russell County Courthouse was built and all county offices were 
moved to the new building. The final addition of City Hall was constructed on 

the north side of the municipal building in 1944. In the years that followed,  
City Hall housed the commission chamber and the offices of the city clerk. 
 Today, Phenix City is governed by a city manager-council form of 

government with District 1, District 2 and District 3 council members, one At-
Large council member and the mayor. Council and the mayor are elected every 
four years. The city manager is hired by the city and must receive three votes 

from City Council to hold office. The City Manager is responsible for the  
day-to-day operations of Phenix City. Elections were held in August 2008.  

Elected to office are: Mayor Sonny Coulter,  Council Member at Large Jimmy 
Wetzel, District 1 Council man Max Wilkes, District 2 Councilwoman  

Michelle walker and District 3 Councilman Arthur Sumbry. A northern portion 
of Phenix City is located in  

Lee County, Alabama. The City Manager is Wallace Hunter and 
the City Clerk is Charlotte Sierra. 

Population: 29,000 - Size: 25 Square Miles  
Average temperature:  65 degrees -Average yearly rainfall: 49.5 inches 

Weather: Mostly Sunny! 

www.phenixcityal.us   � 334-448-2701 



Telephone - Cable - Internet  
Cable TV of East Alabama - 2400 Sportsman Drive -  Phenix City AL 36868 

334-298-7000 
 AT&T of Alabama - (888) 757-6500  

Garbage and Water Service: 
Phenix City Utilities - 1119 Broad Street,  

Phenix City AL 36868 
 (334) 448-2880 

Russell County Water and Sewer Authority - 
4109 Sandfort Road, Phenix City AL 36868 (334) 297-3393 

Fort Mitchell Water - 805 Highway 165 Fort Mitchell AL 36856 
 (334) 855-4703 
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Natural Gas: 
Alabama Gas Company (Alagasco) - (800)-292-4008 

Utilities and such... 

Electric 
Alabama Power Company - 1601 Broad Street - Phenix City, Alabama.   

(334) 298-4692 or (800) 245-2244 
Tallapoosa River Electric Cooperative - 15163 U.S. Highway 431S 

LaFayette AL (334) 864-9331 or (800) 332-8732.  
Serving portions of Russell County 

Newspapers/Magazines: 
The Citizen of East Alabama -  2400 Sportsman Drive -  Phenix City AL  36868 

334-664-0145 
The Columbus Ledger Enquirer -17 W. 12th St. -Columbus. GA 31901   

706-324-5526 - www.ledger-enquirer.com 
 

 Columbus and The Valley Magazine  
-Valley Parent -  

P.O. Box 229  
Columbus GA 31902 

www.columbusandthevalley.com 
706-324-6214 
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Russell County Alabama 
                    

 ussell County was created by an act of the Alabama General Assembly 
on Dec. 18, 1832 from former Creek Indian Territory. It is located in the  

south-central eastern section of Alabama. The boundary on the east is the  
Chattahoochee River and the State of Georgia. The county is named for  

Col. Gilbert C. Russell of Mobile, Ala.,  
a U.S. military officer who fought in the Creek Wars.  

The first county seat was established at Girard. The county seat was moved to 
Seale in 1868 and then to Phenix City in the 1930s. Several communities fall 

within Russell County’s 637 square miles: Fort Benning, Fort Mitchell, Uchee,  
Pittsview, Seale, Cottonton, Crawford and Ladonia.  Russell County has two 

incorporated  communities, the Town of Hurtsboro, in the southwest section of 
the county and Phenix City in the Northern most section. Population: 49,262.   

In the historic railroad town of Hurtsboro,  
566 people live within the town’s square-mile boundary.  

Phenix City has about 29,000 residents within the city limits. 
Russell County is governed by a Board of Commissioners for its seven districts. 
Elections are held every four years for these offices. In 2010 the  Russell County 
Commissioners are District 1 Gentry Lee, District 2 Tillman Pugh, District 3 and 

Commission Chair for 2010 Peggy Martin, District 4 Ronnie Reed, District 5 
Cattie Epps, District 6 Mervin Dudley, District 7 Larry Screws.  

Please visit www.rcala.com for more  
information about Russell County, announcements and minutes of the 

 bi-monthly meetings of our Russell County Commissioners. 
 

Welcome Home to Russell County 

Visit us online at www.rcala.com 

R 
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 At The Amp 
Nationally known  
performers such as John 
Conlee and Percy Sledge, the 
Tams and the Drifters will 
grace the stage for a full 
evening of affordable family 
entertainment.  
Admission to events is  
generally $10 with  
children age 12 and under  
admitted for free. Each year 
the amphitheater, located on 
our RiverWalk near the 
Dillingham Street Bridge, 
hosts Thunder on the Hooch 
on July 4 with our own God 
and Country program and, 
of course, fireworks. This 
event is free for everyone. 
Phenix City and Russell 
County celebrate the holiday 
season in a big way, begin-
ning with “Night of Lights” 
where every child can get 
their first glimpse of Old St. 
Nick, followed by Breakfast 
with Santa and the annual  

Christmas Parade. The 2009 tri-community event had over 200 floats from both 
sides of the Chattahoochee River. In 2010, festivities begin on December 2 at The 
Amp with seasonal entertainment. Santa himself will flip the switch to light up 
our beautiful RiverWalk. Visit  www.phenixcityal.us for more information on 
these and other events in Phenix City. The Twin Cities Classic sponsored by the 
Phenix City Exchange Club is the Horse Show of the season in the area. Held in 
June at the Twin Cities Classic facility on Hwy. 431S in Russell County, the 
event beckons blue-ribbon show horses and riders from across the country. 
Spring means it is time to dance in Russell County. The Annual Starlite Ball is 
held every year at the  Old Seale Courthouse in April.  Also located in Seale at 41 
Poorhouse Road is our very own Museum of Wonder. Each year Museum 
curators feature Doo-Nanny, a fine collection of locally grown art, music and 
entertainment. Fort Mitchell is the jewel of Russell County. A fully restored 
historical site, the Visitors Center offers a video and a walk-through museum 
abundant in local history. The 1813 Fort and Crowell-Whitaker Cabin are open 
for touring. 

What’s Happening 

www.pc-rcchamber.com    � 334-298-3639 
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Russell County Government 
Russell County Commission 
Russell County Administrator 
LeAnn Horne 
1000 Broad Street 
Phenix City AL 36868 
334-298-6426 
 

The Russell County Judicial Center  
501 14th St. 
Phenix City, AL 36867 
Phone: 334-298-6426 
 

Russell County Sheriff’s Office 
Sheriff Tommy Boswell 
Emergencies  Dial 911 
305 Prentiss Drive 
Phenix City, AL 36869 
Phone 334-298-6535 
 

Russell County Emergency  
Management/ Homeland Security 
Emergencies  Dial 911 
311 Prentiss Drive 
Phenix City, AL 36869 
Phone:334-291-5080 
 

Revenue/Property Tax 
Revenue Commissioner 
Naomi Elliott 
1000 Broad Street 
Phenix City, AL 36867 
Phone: 334-298-7011 
 

County Automobile Tag Office 
Commissioner Paulette Colbert 
1000 Broad Street 
Phenix City, AL 36867 
Phone: 334-298-1520 

Office of Probate 
Judge Alford Harden 
The Russell County Courthouse 
1000 Broad Street 
Phenix City, AL 36867 
Marriage, Estates, Deeds,  Mortgage, 
Records:  334-298-7963;  
334-298-7979 
Licenses for: Business, Re-issue 
Driver, Boat, Fishing,  
Hunting:  334-298-0509 
 

Building Inspection/Building  
Permits 
Chief Inspector Richard Sellers 
311 Prentiss Drive 
P.O. Box 969 
Phenix City, AL 36868-0969 
Phone: 334-297-7964  
Fax: 334-297-7594 
 

Property Maps/Appraisal Office 
1000 Broad Street 
Phenix City AL 36867 
334-297-7104 
 

Russell County Engineering 
Highway Department 
97 Poorhouse Road 
Seale AL 36875 
334-855-0209 
Fax 334-855-1232 
 

Russell County/Phenix City Animal 
Shelter Alliance 
RCPCASA 
1706 4th Street S 
Phenix City 36869 
334-291-4847 
Hours: M-F 8-5 
 

www.russellcountyala.net  �  www.rcala.com � 334-298-6426 Page 7 



We are proud of our students, our schools and our educational systems in 
Russell County, Alabama. 

 

Russell County  and Phenix City 
Schools boast Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools  
Accreditation for all of the area 
schools.  Four-year degree programs 
are available at Troy University and  
a variety of two-year associate’s  
degree programs are achieved at 
Chattahoochee Valley Community 
College. Both campuses are in Phenix 
City. Head Start is available for our 
very young students and pre-
kindergarten classes are a part of the 
learning experience in Russell 

County Schools. The Pre-
Kindergarten Program is now two 
years running and plans to expand 
to more classrooms  in the elemen-
tary schools in the area. 
  Non-public K-8 schools include 
St. Patrick’s, Mother Mary, 
 St Joseph’s Early Childhood  
Catholic Schools, Phenix City 
Christian, Lakewood Baptist  
Veritas Academy and Glenwood 
Schools.   Our non-public schools 
accept all denominations and also 
offer pre-kindergarten classes.  
Glenwood School is pre-K through Grade 12. 
Glenwood, Phenix City and Russell County High Schools and Junior High Schools 
have superior athletic and music programs, bringing home local, state and national 
trophies in a variety of sports, cheerleading and league play. 

Page 8 
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Our  Schools 

Russell County Schools: 334-298-8791-  Phenix City Schools: 334-298-0534 - 
Glenwood School: 334-297-3614- St. Patrick’s School: 334-298-3408- Veritas 
Academy: 334-448-0389- Mother Mary School: 334-298-6371– Phenix Chris-
tian School: 334-298-3588 - St. Joseph's  334-855-3148. 

www.russellcountyschools.org  �  www.pcboe.net 

 

RCHS Band  
Veterans Day Parade 2010 

 

Russell County High School  
2005 National Champions 
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Proud of Our Leadership  

Please visit www.benning.army.mil/mcoe for more information on the  
BRAC Initiative and Fort Benning activities. 

      Called the “County of Forts”  
Russell County’s military history 
dates to the 1600s when Spanish  

explorers first discovered the area. 
Fort Benning has about 13, 000 acres 
in  Russell  County and Alabama has 

the largest population of the  
National Guard in the Union.  

Currently East Alabama, particularly 
the Fort Mitchell /Russell County  

Community, serves as a solid  
residential area for military personnel 

wishing to live off-base with easy 
access to the base through the  
Alabama West Gate entrance 

 crossing the Chattahoochee into 
Georgia. 

www.benning.army.mil    � www.rcala.com 
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Proud of Our Military Heritage 
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We support our Troops 
When they come home, they come to Russell County… 

Fort Benning, one of our nation’s largest U.S. Army Infantry training  
military posts, is home to the U.S. Army Rangers, the 3rd Brigade and the 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation. Today, a 
$600,000,000 military hospital is under construction on base to serve our 
veterans and our  military personnel. Fort 
Benning has established the U.S. Army 
Maneuver Center of Excellence as a part of 
the BRAC Initiative, which will bring 
about 28,000 people, including civilian 
support personnel to the Russell County 
area by Sept. 11. 2011.  Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama has an estimated 5,000 new 
homes and lots in preparation for their  
arrival. Russell County welcomes families, 
students, teachers, officers, soldiers and 
personnel from the Fort Knox Armor 
School and Center, currently located in 
Kentucky. We look forward to serving, our 
reservists from Georgia and all military 
personnel from around the globe. 

www.usamls.net/phenixcity ♦ Board of Realtors: 334-297-1740 Page 9 
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The Arts celebrated at Mount 
Olive –Students sold artwork 

to purchase gifts for patients at 
Martin Army Hospital. Friendship Park -Brought to you 

by  
Central High School  

Problem Solving Teams. 

Ridgecrest Elementary 
‘Up, Up and Away’ for 

“Higher” learning. 

Mother Mary School   
celebrates Christmas. 

 www.mothermaryschool.org   �  www.glenwoodgators.com 
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Our Schools   � Our Children �  Our Future 
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Farm-City Week 
In Russell County 

P.E.A.K. Pre-K Art Show 
2009 

Farm-City Week brings out the best in 
our students. Every School in Russell 

County entered the yearly competition, 
put on by the Russell County  

Cooperative Extension. Awards for 
essays, poetry and projects created by 

the students are given the week of  
Thanksgiving every year. 

Academics top 
the list, but our 

Kids are our Stars 
in more ways 

than hitting the 
books. Talent 

skills and drills 
combine for a  
well-rounded 
teaching and 

learning system. 
Award Winning 

Central High School Career Tech  

 Singing with the  
Marshall Tucker Band 

www.russellcountyschools.org  �  www.pcboe.net 
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Russell County, Alabama has approximately 160 Churches of various  
denominations including: Baptist, United Methodist, African Methodist 
Episcopal, Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Presbyterian, Christian and  
Assembly of God. Shearith Israel Synagogue (706) 323-1443 and Temple 
Israel (706) 323-1617are located in Columbus, Ga. Here is a brief listing of 
Churches in Russell County and Phenix City with contact numbers: 
 

 Our Churches   � Our Faiths 

www.lakewoodbaptist.org †  www.annhardman.org (Faith International) 

www.church-of-christ.org  †  www.stlukeum.com 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
334-298-7651 

1600 SANDFORT ROAD PHENIX CITY 
 

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH 
334-298-0923 

1407 BROAD STREET PHENIX CITY  
 

CRAWFORD BAPTIST CHURCH 
334-297-5307 

4503 US HIGHWAY 80W PHENIX CITY 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
334-298-0811 

2608 SUMMERVILLE RD PHENIX CITY  
 

FRANCHISE MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST CHURCH 

334-298-2803 
931 10TH AVENUE PHENIX CITY 

 

MOTHER MARY CHURCH 
334-298-2343 

318 SEALE ROAD PHENIX CITY 
 

SAINT PATRICK CHURCH 
334-298-9025 

1502 BROAD STREET PHENIX CITY 
 

FAITH OUTREACH CHURCH 
334-298-7069 

1306 23RD COURT PHENIX CITY 
 

† 
 
 

 

BETHEL AME CHURCH 
334-298-0810 

FORT MITCHELL HWY PHENIX CITY  
 

PHILLIPS TEMPLE CME CHURCH 
334-298-3060 

1310 15TH STREET PHENIX CITY 
 

BETTER LIVING SEVENTH-DAY  
ADVENTIST CHURCH 

334-297-7254 
1415 9TH AVENUE PHENIX CITY 

 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
334-298-4951 

4016 US HIGHWAY 80 W PHENIX CITY 
 

NORTH PHENIX ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
334-298-1511 

600 N. RAILROAD ST. PHENIX CITY 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
334-297-1537 

3310 10TH COURT PHENIX CITY 
 

AUBURN ROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
334-297-5004 

AUBURN ROAD PHENIX CITY 
 

PENTECOSTALS OF PHENIX CITY 
334-297-1617 

1303 FLETCHER DRIVE PHENIX CITY 
 

MASJID AL JANNAH 
 6550 FORREST ROAD  

(706) 561-9887 
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